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The Birth of Jesus Christ 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to 

the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 

with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And 

she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and 

laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great 

fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace among those with whom He is pleased!” When the angels went away 

from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the 

saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 
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A Christmas Festival 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 

and shall call His name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 
(† Indicates the congregation standing) 

 
The prelude is a time set aside for quieting our hearts before God in preparation for worship. Please  

silence cell phones and other electronic devices, and respectfully refrain from unnecessary conversation. 

 
 The Orchestral Prelude – Christmas Concerto Grosso ...... Corelli, arr. McAlister 

Vivace, Grave, Allegro, Adagio, Vivace, Allegro, Largo 
 

 The Welcome & The Call to Worship ........................................... Psalm 95:1-7 
 

Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of 
our Salvation! Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make 
a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise! For the Lord is a great God, and a 
great King above all gods. In His hand are the depths of the earth; the 
heights of the mountains are His also. The sea is His, for He made it, and 
His hands formed the dry land. O come, let us worship and bow down; let 
us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For He is our God, and we are the peo-
ple of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you hear His voice. 

 

 The Invocation 
 

† The Carol of Praise — Angels from the Realms of Glory ........................... REGENT SQUARE 
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, yonder shines the infant Light: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

All creation, join in praising God the father, Spirit, Son; 
Evermore your voices raising to th’eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

 The Anthem — O Come, All Ye Faithful ..................................... arr. Dan Forrest 
 

 The First Lesson ...................................................................................... Isaiah 9:6-7 

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon 
His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and of 
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over His kingdom, to estab-
lish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

 

 The Anthem — How Great Our Joy......................................... arr. Craig Courtney 
 

 The Anthem — Shepherd’s Pipe Carol .................................................. John Rutter 
 

 The Second Lesson ....................................................................... Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time 
I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and He shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will 
dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our 
righteousness.’  

 The Anthem — Huron Carol ................................................ arr. Dan Forrest 
The Augusta Youth Chorale; Soloist, Hannah Bowers 

Jesous Ahatonhia — Jesus is born. 
Gitchi Manitou — God the Great Creator. 

  
 The Anthem — Sussex Carol ....................................... arr. Elaine Hagenberg 

Sanctuary Choir & The Augusta Youth Chorale 
 
 The Offering and the Prayer of Consecration 

(Please record your attendance in the green Friendship Register.) 
 

 The Orchestral Offertory – Angels We Have Heard on High ........ arr. Dan Goeller 

 
 The Fourth Lesson ............................................... Luke 2:1-20 (Back of Bulletin) 
 

 The Homily — THE FIRST CHRISTMAS CAROL ............... Rev. Hendrick 
 

 The Homily Outline 
I. The Primary Carol 

  A.)  Magnifies God (14) 
   Nehemiah 9:6; Isaiah 6:3; Rev. 5:11-12 
  Heb. 1:6; Heb 1:3 
  B.)  Message to Men (v. 14) 
  Rom. 5:1 
 

II. The Secondary Christmas Carol (v. 20) 
 

III. The Tertiary Carol—Perpetual Caroling 
 

† The Carol – Hark! the Herald Angels Sing ............................ MENDELSSOHN 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 

 
† The Anthem — Hallelujah! (from Messiah) ................................. G. F. Handel 

Sanctuary Choir & The Augusta Youth Chorale 
 

† The Benediction 
 

 The Organ Postlude – Postlude on Mendelssohn ......... arr. David Willcocks 

† The Carol — The First Nowell ..................................................................... THE FIRST NOWELL 
The first Nowell the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 
 

For all to see there was a star shining in the east, beyond them far,  
And to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 
 

And by the light of that same star the wise men came from country far; 
To seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
Who hath made heav’n and earth of naught, and with His blood mankind was bought. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 

 
 The Anthem.......................................................................... Ruth Elaine Schram 

Once in Royal Bethlehem with O Little Town of Bethlehem 
The Children’s Choir with the Sanctuary Choir 

 
 The Children’s Choir — Away in a Manger .......... MUELLER, arr. Kay Lovingood 

Directed by Kay Lovingood 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed. 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing; the Baby awakes. 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus. Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle, ‘til morning is nigh. 
 

Baby Jesus, rest Your Head, in Your lowly manger bed. 
God will guard You and gently keep all His children while they sleep. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus. I ask Thee to stay  
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us for Heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
 The Third Lesson ............................................................................... Micah 5:2-4 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for Me One Who is to be ruler in Israel, 
Whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore He shall give 
them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest 
of His brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And He shall stand and 
shepherd His flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of 
the LORD His God. And they shall dwell secure, for now He shall be great to 
the ends of the earth.  

 
† The Carol — Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ............................................................... W ZLOBIE LEZY 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall;  
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ, the babe, is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
 

Flocks were sleeping: shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you. Christ the babe was born for you. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

Christ is born! You are invited to join us on Monday, December 24, at 5:00 
p.m. for a candlelight service as we worship and celebrate our Savior and 
Lord on the eve of His birth. There will be heartfelt music involving a string 
ensemble, special music, and a homily by the Rev. Robert Hendrick. 


